
...Pastor Rob’s Ponderings 

the class bell will ring be-
comes a regular activity.  Fi-
nally, after I have sent a hand-
ful of misbehaving students to 
the office, my nerves are 
gone, my hair is disheveled, 
and I’m all yelled out, the day 
ends and I’m done for the 
day. Whatever I will get paid 
for this day is not enough and 
I make myself swear an oath I 
will never fill in for this 
teacher again. (Knowing, of 
course, when the call comes 
I’ll say, “Yes”). 
 Have you had days like 
that? When you get up, look-
ing forward to the day, and 
only cold water comes out of 
the shower, the car won’t 
start, the dog runs down the 
street after doing “his busi-
ness,” the kids whine because 
their favorite cereal box is 
empty, and your spouse says 
they have a toothache which 
kept them up all night. 

A New Day  
 

Lamentations 3:22-23 
(ESV): "The steadfast love of 

the Lord never ceases; his 
mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness." 

 
 I think I have the best 
early morning bus route in our 
area. I travel north from 
Groton on Highway 37 going 
almost as far as Highway 10 
which goes east to Britton.  
Along my route I have farm 
fields which stretch for miles 
interlaced with shelter belts; I 
have sloughs containing long 
prairie grasses providing 
perches for all kinds of birds; 
and I have a watershed with 
two small lakes attracting all 
kinds of birds, including some 
American Bald Eagles. I love 
driving the highway in the 
early morning when the sky is 
changing colors before the 
sun rises while birds, and oth-
er animals, are moving 
around. “God’s mercies are 
new every morning; great is 
His faithfulness.” 
 And there are mornings 
when I really need it.  This 
morning was one of them. 
Yesterday I was called into 
substitute teach by our high 
school principal. I think I 
know why she called me – 
she couldn’t get anyone else 
to substitute for these particu-
lar classes! I was 
‘substituting’ for a teacher 
who teaches the youngest 
grades at our middle/high 

school. I’ve done this before 
for this teacher. The day start-
ed off well for the first three 
hours.  For most students, no 
matter their age, the early 
hours are the most ‘focused’ 
and ‘studious.’  Teachers, 
especially substitutes, love 
these hours. 
 Then the afternoon hits. 
After lunch, no student wants 
to be in school, especially on 
a nice day.  For those in the 
‘younger grades’ the chaos of 
the afternoon is worse. Only a 
few want to stay in their desks 
desiring instead to visit with 
every member of the class and 
their desk or gather in large 
groups in the corner of the 
room. A substitute teacher 
soon finds their voice grow-
ing hoarse as the warnings, 
“Sit Down!” “Do the work!” 
“Pay Attention!,” become 
more frequent, and the check-
ing of your watch to see when 
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 It’s these kinds of days we 
need to be reminded, “The 
steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases.” I find it interesting this 
verse is found in Lamentations. 
What do you think of when you 
hear or read the word? I think 
about ‘complaining.’ Com-
plaining about the day, the 
week, my life.  Yet in the 3rd 
chapter here is this reminder. 
It’s like pulling yourself out of 
bed at 5:30 in the morning, 
climbing into a cold school bus, 
driving through a dark town, 
turning the corner to go North 
and discovering, Yes! God is 
always faithful to remind me 
His love is always with me, in 
the normal and the not-so nor-
mal days. 
Have a great day!  See you in 
church! 
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Mark your calendars!  Groton VBS! 
Launching kids on a Mission of God's love. 
VBS  July 27-28  5:00-7:30 



June 15 - July 31 we are collect school 

supplies to donate to the Britton Ele-

mentary School.  Listed is a variety of 

supplies used by Kindergarten - Fifth 

Grade.   

 #2 Yellow/Wood Pencils 
 Kleenex Brand Tissues 
 Clorox Disinfecting Wipes 
 Crayola Crayons 24 count 
 Crayola Colored Pencils 
 Crayola Washable Markers 10 

count or (Thick 8 count) 
 Expo Dry Erase Markers, Black 
 Elmer’s Glue Bottle 
 Elmer’s Glue Sticks Jumbo & Reg-

ular 
 Scissors Kids 5” pointed or 

Fiskars Large also 
 Staedtler Erasers 
 Panasonic Headphones wired 
 Monetary Donations for supplies 
 Gift Cards for Teachers to buy 

supplies 

Britton Mission - School Supplies 

June 15 - July 31 we are collecting 

school supplies to donate to the 

Groton Elementary School   

 10 pack of broad Crayola markers 

 24 box of Crayola crayons 

 #2 pencils 

 Glue Sticks 

 Elmer's Glue Large/Small 

 Pink erasers 

 Yellow highlighters 

 Kids and Large Scissors 

 Kleenex 

 Hand sanitizer 

 Clorox Wipes 

 Other Items on the School Lists 

that will be available soon at 

Walmart and other stores. 

 Monetary Donations for supplies 

 Gift Cards for Teachers to buy 

supplies 
 

Groton Mission - School Supplies 
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Church  Information 

Pastor Rob Moorlach 

Office Phone  605-397-8270 

Parsonage Phone 605-397-4538 

    

Pastor Email:  pastorrob@nvc.net  

Secretary Email:  grotonumc@nvc.net 

Website:   www.grotonumc.org 

Facebook:  facbook.com/grotonsdumc/ 

906 N 1st St Groton, SD  57445 

Conde MISSION STATEMENT 

“The Conde United Methodist 

Church is seeking to satisfy the 

spiritual and physical needs of all.” 
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Sympathies  
to the family of  

Deb Mack  
who died  

May 12, 2026 
Britton UMC 

125th Anniversary in 2011 
 
The Groton UMC created a cookbook.  
Today a group was talking about it.  I 
have a pdf of the book from back then and 
have been waiting to put it online for all 
who may wish to look at it that never 
bought one at the time.  Here is the link. 
https://grotonumc.org/docs/
UMCcookbook.pdf 
10 years to the 150th Anniversary! 
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Amplify Dakotas Channel Update 

Learn more about the workshops 
available. 
Learn more about signing up for Am-
plify Dakotas Channel access.  

    Exciting news! Amplify Media by 
Cokesbury just completed a systems 
update, and we're thrilled about what 
it means for our Amplify Dakotas ex-
perience! Here's what's new: 

 More pages for our resources — 
making it easier than ever to find and 
access the content you need 

 Individual account profiles con-
nected to each of our Dakotas United 
Methodist churches, as well as the 

Dakotas Conference 

 More TV app options to view Am-
plify Media content on any device 

 Mobile downloads of videos — 
watch your favorite content anytime 
on your mobile device, even without 
an internet connection! 
Want to learn more about Amplify Da-
kotas Channel? Plan to attend the 
Amplify Dakotas Channel Workshop 
at Annual Conference in Bismarck. 
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2026 Month 

Offering 

Received 

Needed 

for 

Budget 

Average 

A�endance 

Received for 

Building 

Maintenance 

January 6,833 9,946 47 355 

February 4,007 9,946 57 305 

March 8,871 9,946 73 55 

April 33,642 9,946 73 20,305 

May         

June         

July         

August         

September         

October         

November         

December         

YTD Totals 53,353 39,784 62.5 21,020 



Groton Family Committee - August 

July Responsibilities 

 Check Kitchen Supplies for the 
month 

 Check & Clean Oven and Fridge as 
necessary. 

 Coffee Hour workers (make coffee, 
provide cookies, launder towels, and 
remove trash) 

 1 Greeter for each Sunday 

 Straighten the Sanctuary Pews 

 Change the banners as needed as per 
schedule in back of this book. 

 Maintain the Altar Flower Arrange-
ments 

 Change decorations on tables in fel-
lowship hall with the seasons 

JULY 2026 Chairpersons 
Chris and Tyke Nyberg 

Carna and Cliff Pray 

 

Doris and Ron Anderson 
Katie Anderson 

Rosalie and Brock Ball 

Charity and Scott Hinman 

Nancy Hinrichs 
Yvonne Lorenz 

Anita Lowary 

Brenda and Tony Madsen 
Chris and Tyke Nyberg 

Karli and Brad Olson 

Kaylyn Overacker and  

 Tyson Daly 

Jesse Overacker 
Roger Overacker 

John Padfield 

Carna and Cliff Pray 

Marjae and Dan Schinkel 
Jenna and Nick Strom 

Carol Strom 

Eugenia and Dwight Strom 

Jeanne Wannous 
 

Honorary Members 

Sharon Wheeting 
Louise Thoreson 

Betty Strom 

Curtis Krueger 

 

AUGUST 2026 Chairpersons 
 Kay and Doug Daly 

 Sydney and Trent Kurtz 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Honorary Members 
Caralee Heitmann 

Richard Krueger 

Ruby Luce 

Janet Graf 
 

August Responsibilities 

 Check Kitchen Supplies for the 
month 

 Check & Clean Oven and Fridge as 
necessary. 

 Coffee Hour workers (make coffee, 
provide cookies, launder towels, and 
remove trash) 

 1 Greeter for each Sunday 

 Straighten the Sanctuary Pews 

 Change the banners as needed as per 
schedule in back of this book. 

 Maintain the Altar Flower Arrange-
ments 

 Change decorations on tables in fel-
lowship hall with the seasons 

 5th Sunday may buy donuts and give 
bill to church treasurer  
 

Groton Family Committee - July 
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Merrie and Josh Atherton 

Amber and Adrian Daly 

Kay and Doug Daly 

Lucy Daly 

Evan Erickson 

Megan and Seth Erickson 

Kelli and Lars Hanson 

Paula and JR Johnson 

Mendy and Jim Jones 

Sydney and Trent Kurtz 

Laurel and Monte McNickle 

Rebecca and Randy Padfield 

Karen and Ian Rose 

Fran and Marc Sippel 

Tom Strom 

Linda and Gary Thurston 

Joyce and Allen Walter 

William Zoellner 



July 6 Shanna Geist 

July 23 Patty Knoll 

July 27 Horace & Donna Walter 
 

Britton 

June 1 Alan & Pam Benda 

June 5 Troy & Paula Hanson 

June 10 Alexis Jo Bolzer 

June 10 Jo Bush 

June 18 Scott & Jo Bush 

June 21 Deena & Adrian Heitmann 

June 24 Jim & Carol Bush 

June 27 William Haywood 

 

Additions and Corrections can be 

sent to the church office.  Thank you 

90th Birthdays 
 

June 19th 

Pat Dahlquist 

407 N Garfield St #9 

Groton, SD  57445 

 

July 7 

Ida Hannon 

1902 Prospect Ave B2 

Aberdeen, SD  57401 

 

Groton 

June 1 Anita Lowary 

 Kaylyn & Casey Richmond 

June 2 Doug Daly 

June 4 Jay Johnson 

June 7 Peyton Padfield 

June 8 Lacey Voss 

 Zoey Strom 

June 11 Jim & Mendy Jones 

June 13 Roger Rix 

 Zach & Stephanie Townsend 

June 14 Danielle Schinkel 

 Roger Overacker 

June 15 Eugenia Strom 

June 16 Gavin Voss 

June 18 Nick Strom 

June 19 Garrett & Sindi Heitmann 

 Pat Dahlquist (90) 

June 20 Harlan & Peggy Place 

June 21 Gary & Linda Thurston 

June 22 Angela Dobbins 

 Whitley Johnson 

June 23 Chesney Weber 

 Easton Weber 

June 24 Jeremy Weber 

 Mark & June Thompson 

June 25 Mavrik Severson 

 Tanae Lipp 

June 27 Elaine Wolken 

 Peggy Place 

June 28 Sindi Heitmann 

June 29 Carly Gilbert 

 John & Meri Erickson 

June 30 Spencer Knecht 
 

July 1 Charity Hinman 

 Graham Rose 

July 3 Jade Ball 

July 4 Seth Erickson 

July 5 Allen & Joyce Walter 

July 7 Ida Hannon (90) 

 Louise Thoreson 

July 9 Jordan Voss-Severson 

July 11 Scott Hinman 

July 12 Beckett Rose 

July 13 Jolene Townsend 

 Stephanie Townsend 

July 14 Christine Nyberg 

July 16 Linda Thurston 

July 17 Mackenzie Atherton 

July 18 Doug & Kay Daly 

 Josh & Merrie Atherton 

July 19 Carol Strom 

July 20 Casey Johnson 

July 21 Levi Parrow 

July 23 Joyce Walter 

 Chanda & Logan Nilsson 

July 24 Roger & Pam Rix 

July 25 Mattilyn McCranie 

July 26 Keller Rose 

 Willow Rose 

 Angela & Perryn Dobbins 

July 27 Ryland Strom 

 Tony Madsen 

 Damian & Erin Bahr 

July 28 Craig Weber 

July 29 Ava Rose 

 Curtis Krueger 

July 30 Judy Zeck 

 Mitchell McCranie 

 Jaslyn Hofer 

 Megan & Seth Erickson 
 

Conde 

June 4 Pat Siefken 

June 5 Norman & Cindy Smith 

June 20 Cary Bruckner 

June 22 Julie Bruckner 

Our Church Celebrations... 
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the used cabinets and countertop to the 

person who placed the offer.  The mo,on 

was 2
nd

 and the mo,on passed.  

Repair of Bap,smal Font:  The bap,smal 

font has been perfectly repaired by John 

Stahl.  He did it without charge.  Howev-

er, a church member donated a large 

amount of burger to him in exchange for 

his kindness.  Council members signed 

and will mail a thank you card to John. 
 

New Business:  

West Side of Church Alley:  Council mem-

bers discussed doing something to clearly 

divide the church lot from the alley. Fur-

ther discussion will be required to deter-

mine the best fix. 

Front of Church Lawn & Around Church 

Edging & Pine Trees:  All of these area are 

in need of upda,ng and con,nual weed 

spraying.  Con,nued brainstorming is 

needed. 
 

The mee,ng was adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

Secretary, Jeanne Wanous 

Chairman, AM Mitchell, called the 

mee,ng to order.  In a?endance were 

AM Mitchell, Jeanne Wanous, Anita 

Lowary, Linda Thurston, Allen Walter.  

Anita shared a prayer prior to the discus-

sion of business.  Meri Erickson joined 

the mee,ng later. 
 

Both the agenda and the previous 

minutes were approved on a mo,on by 

Anita Lowary. 
 

Commi�ee Reports 

Membership—Anita Lowary:  Anita stat-

ed that she had not received any addi-

,onal requests from members asking to 

be removed from our rolls.  One more 

le?er will be sent at the end of June just 

to make sure anyone who wanted to be 

removed can make that request.  Accu-

rate membership records are encouraged 

by the Dakotas Methodist Conference. 
 

Financial Audit Commi?ee—Anita 

Lowary:  Anita updated the council about 

an IRS 4
th

 Quarter payroll tax issue from 

10 years ago.  There is a dispute between 

the IRS and GUMC saying that they didn’t 

receive our 4
th

 Quarter payroll taxes, and 

that they believe we owe a sum of mon-

ey to them as a penalty.  Anita assured 

the council that we did make the pay-

ment, but we need to search for the rec-

ords from our account with Wells Fargo 

Bank to prove it.  Anita will keep us up-

dated as she works through this issue. 
 

Memorial—Linda Thurston:  no report 
 

Missions --Val Baker/Carna Atherton-

Pray:  no report 
 

Caring Team—Jolene Townsend:  no re-

port 
 

Pastor/Parish Rela'ons:  This group met 

with Pastor Rob on May 13.  They re-

viewed the annual report to be complet-

ed by Pastor Rob and the SPRC.  The 

group was happy to report that they 

found no issues of concern. 
 

Trustees—Cliff Pray:  no report  
 

Treasurer’s Report:  

Church Treasurer-Jeanne Wanous:  no 

concerns 

Financial Secretary-Allen Walter:  No re-

port 

PPR:  Meri Erickson reported that their 

finances are doing well. 
  

Administra've Report:  Pastor Rob—no 

report as he could not a?end due to a 

funeral. 
 

Old Business:  

Kitchen Remodel:  Linda Thurston report-

ed that the kitchen remodel commi?ee 

met during the previous week and she 

shared the resul,ng current remodel 

plans with the Council.  Current cost es,-

mates are approximately $50,000.  The 

commi?ee and the Ad Council agree that 

there are enough memorial funds and 

deceased UMC members’ endowment 

funds to cover the cost, but current 

members are welcome to make a dona-

,on toward the project.  AIer a ques,on-

and-answer discussion, Linda recom-

mended that the project move forward.  

Linda Thurston mo,oned on behalf of the 

Kitchen Remodel Commi?ee, that we 

move ahead with the proposed project. 

The mo,on was 2
nd

 and passed with 

unanimous approval.  Linda made a sec-

ond mo,on reques,ng that the Ad Coun-

cil approve the remodel plan that she had 

just reviewed.  Linda’s mo,on was 2
nd

 

and the mo,on was approved.  Anita 

Lowary volunteered to get the building 

permit as required by the City of Groton.  

The kitchen cabinets and countertop that 

will eventually be removed were adver-

,sed for sale online by commi?ee mem-

ber Casey Richmond, for $300.  A person 

who saw the ad offered to make the pur-

chase.  Linda Thurston mo,oned to sell 

Groton Ad Council - May 
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June 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31

Trinity Sunday

8:15am Conde Worship

9:30am Groton Worship

10:30am Coffee Hour

11:15am Britton UMC Worship

1
11:00am The Pantry at Groton

Community Center

2
10:00am Bible Study

3:00pm Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown

4:00pm The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

3

9:30am Community Coffee Hour

4
10:00am Sunday Items Due for

Secretary

5 6
10:00am Common Cents Community

Thrift Store Downtown

7
2nd Sunday after Pentecost (green)

8:15am Conde Worship

9:30am Groton Worship

10:30am Coffee Hour

11:15am Britton UMC Worship

8
11:00am The Pantry at Groton

Community Center

9
10:00am Bible Study

3:00pm Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown

4:00pm The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

10

9:30am Community Coffee Hour

11
10:00am Sunday Items Due for

Secretary

12 13
10:00am Common Cents Community

Thrift Store Downtown

14

3rd Sunday after Pentecost (green)

Flag Day

8:15am Conde Worship

9:30am Groton Worship

10:30am Coffee Hour

11:15am Britton UMC Worship

15
11:00am The Pantry at Groton

Community Center

16
10:00am Bible Study

3:00pm Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown

4:00pm The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

17

9:30am Community Coffee Hour

7:00pm Groton Ad Council

18
10:00am Sunday Items Due for

Secretary

19

Juneteenth

20
10:00am Common Cents Community

Thrift Store Downtown

21

4th Sunday after Pentecost (green)

Father’s Day

First Day of Summer

8:15am Conde Worship

9:30am Groton Worship

10:30am Coffee Hour

11:15am Britton UMC Worship

22

11:00am The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

23
10:00am Bible Study

3:00pm Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown

4:00pm The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

24

9:30am Community Coffee Hour

25
10:00am Sunday Items Due for

Secretary

26 27
10:00am Common Cents Community

Thrift Store Downtown

28
5th Sunday after Pentecost (green)

8:15am Conde Worship

9:30am Groton Worship

10:30am Coffee Hour

11:15am Britton UMC Worship

29
11:00am The Pantry at Groton

Community Center

30
10:00am Bible Study

3:00pm Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown

4:00pm The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

1

9:30am Community Coffee Hour

2
10:00am Sunday Items Due for

Secretary

3 4

Independence Day

10:00am Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown



July 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28
5th Sunday after Pentecost (green)

8:15am Conde Worship

9:30am Groton Worship

10:30am Coffee Hour

11:15am Britton UMC Worship

29
11:00am The Pantry at Groton

Community Center

30
10:00am Bible Study

3:00pm Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown

4:00pm The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

1

9:30am Community Coffee Hour

2
10:00am Sunday Items Due for

Secretary

3 4

Independence Day

10:00am Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown

5

6th Sunday after Pentecost (green)

Communion in Worship (white)

8:15am Conde Worship

9:30am Groton Worship

10:30am Coffee Hour

11:15am Britton UMC Worship

6
11:00am The Pantry at Groton

Community Center

7
10:00am Bible Study

3:00pm Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown

4:00pm The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

8

9:30am Community Coffee Hour

9
10:00am Sunday Items Due for

Secretary

10 11
10:00am Common Cents Community

Thrift Store Downtown

12
7th Sunday after Pentecost (green)

8:15am Conde Worship

9:30am Groton Worship

10:30am Coffee Hour

11:15am Britton UMC Worship

13
11:00am The Pantry at Groton

Community Center

14

10:00am Bible Study - Christmas in
July

3:00pm Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown

4:00pm The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

15

9:30am Community Coffee Hour

7:00pm Groton Ad Council

16
10:00am Sunday Items Due for

Secretary

17 18
10:00am Common Cents Community

Thrift Store Downtown

19
8th Sunday after Pentecost (green)

8:15am Conde Worship

9:30am Groton Worship

10:30am Coffee Hour

11:15am Britton UMC Worship

20
11:00am The Pantry at Groton

Community Center

21
10:00am Bible Study

3:00pm Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown

4:00pm The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

22

9:30am Community Coffee Hour

23

Newsletter Items Due

10:00am Sunday Items Due for
Secretary

24 25
10:00am Common Cents Community

Thrift Store Downtown

26
9th Sunday after Pentecost (green)

8:15am Conde Worship

9:30am Groton Worship

10:30am Coffee Hour

11:15am Britton UMC Worship

27

11:00am The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

5:00pm VBS

28

10:00am Bible Study

3:00pm Common Cents Community
Thrift Store Downtown

4:00pm The Pantry at Groton
Community Center

5:00pm VBS

29

9:30am Community Coffee Hour

30
10:00am Sunday Items Due for

Secretary

31 1
10:00am Common Cents Community

Thrift Store Downtown



Our Church Happenings… 
 

June 17 Groton Ad Council 7 pm 

June 21 Happy Father’s Day - First Day of Summer 

July 4  Independence Day 

July 14  Christmas in July Celebration with movie and lunch during 

   Groton Tuesday 10 am Bible Study - all are welcome to join! 

July 15  Groton Ad Council 7 pm 

July 23  Newsletter Items due for August 

July 27-28 Groton VBS from 5-7:30 pm 
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